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SUBJECT: WEEKEND PRESS COVERAGE MURDER OF SA RICHARD WELCH 
REF: A. ATHENS 10112; B. ATHENS 10175 

1. GREEK WEEKEND PRESS (DEC 27-28) CONTINUED TO GIVE 
MAJOR COVERAGE TO ASSASSINATION OF SPECIAL ASSISTANT 
RICHARD S. WELCH. STORIES FOR MOSTNART WERE SHORT ON 
FACTS BUT HEAVY ON SPECULATION AS TO MOTIVATIONS 
BEHIND THE 

MURDER. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, PUBLIC PROSECUTOR S OFFICE 
ORDERED A PRESS BLACKOUT ON ALL ASPECTS OF WELCH MURDER 
INVESTIGATION. ALSO, MINISTRY OF PUBLIC ORDER ISSUED 
STATEMENT DECEMBER 28 REGRETTING ANY INCONVENIENCE 
CAUSED BY ONGOING INTERROGATIONS AND SEARCHES OF 
HOMES. 

2. PUBLIC PROSECUTOR S DECISION TO ORDER NEWS BLACKOUT 
PROMPTED CRITICAL COMMENTS AND EDITORIALS IN NUMBER OF 
SUNDAY'S NEWSPAPERS. ADDITIONALLY, STATEMENT OF PUBLIC 
ORDER MINISTRY, PROBABLY NECESSITATED IN PART BY PASOK 
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THAT HOMES OF "FORMER RESISTANCE HEROES" WERE SEARCHED BY 
POLICE AUTHORITIES IN CONDUCT OF THEIR INVESTIGATIONS. 

3. SATURDAY S PRESS CARRIED VIRTUAL FLOOD OF SPECULATIVE 
PIECES ON WELCH MURDER. THEORIES OFFERED FOR MURDER 
RANGED FROM (A) ATTEMPT TO CAUSE DETERIORATION IN GREEK-US 
RELATIONS TO (B) AN ACT CARRIED OUT WITHIN CIA ORGANIZATION 
CONSTITUTING A "CLEARING OF ACCOUNTS." THERE WAS 
CONSIDERABLE COMMENT TO THE EFFECT THAT WELCH'S MURDER 
MIGHT BE UTILIZED AS DEVICE TO PRESSURE CONGRESS TO 

CEASE FURTHER INVESTIGATIONS INTO AND REVELATIONS ABOUT CIA 
ACTIVITIES. ANOTHER FACTOR FEEDING FIRE OF SPECULATION WAS 
UNSUBSTANTIATED REPORT PICKED UP BY A FEW PAPERS, THAT A PURPORTED 
FORMER CIA STATION CHIEF, JAMES POTTS, HAD BEEN SEEN IN ATHENS 
THREE DAYS BEFORE THE WELCH MURDER. (IN REPLY TO PRESS QUERIES 
WE HAVE DENIED THIS.) 

4. DISPLAY OF BAD TASTE CONTINUED IN MANY ATHENS 
PAPERS WITH REPEATED REPLAY OF ORIGINAL ATHENS NEWS 
STORY NAMING WELCH AND OTHER AMERICANS AS PURPORTED CIA 
AGENTS. SUNDAY ELEFTHEROTYPIA (LEFT OF CENTER, ANTI- 

US) ON DEC 28 PRINTED SCURRILOUS FRONT-PAGE 
CARTOON DEPICTING CIA'S SATISFACTION AT WELCH MURDER. 

AT LEAST ONE AFTERNOON NEWSPAPER OVER THE WEEKEND ALSO 
PRINTED A PHOTOGRAPH OF THE EXTERIOR OF A HOME WHERE 
ANOTHER ALLEGED CIA OFFICER LIVES. IN MONUMENTAL GAFFE 
VRADYNI (CONSERVATIVE, PRO-GOVERNMENT) ON SATURDAY AFTER-. 

NOON DEVOTED ENTIRE FRONT PAGE TO PURPORTED PHOTOGRAPH OF 
RICHARD WELCH-A PICTURE WHICH IN FACT WAS OF THE AUSTRALIAN 
COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR. 

5. FLAVOR OF SOME OF THE PRESS COVERAGE MAY BE GARNERED 
FROM A FEW SELECTED HEADLINES: ELEFTHEROTYPIA, "CIA IN 
PANIC." ATHINAIKI (LEFT OF CENTER, PRO-PASOK) "QELCH KNEW 
TOO MUCH:" APOGEVMATINI (CONSERVAOIVE, PRO-GOVERNMENT) 

"CLEARING OF ACCOUNTS;" TA NEA (LIBERAL, OPPOSITION) "DARK 
MOTIVES FOR MURDER;" AND ELEFTHEROTYPIA "CIA SACRIFICED 
WELCH." 

6. COMMENT: DCM VIGOROUSLY PROTESTED TENOR OF PRSSS 
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COVERAGE TO UNDER MINISTER FOR PRESS LAMBRIAS, DRAWING 
HIS ATTENTION IN PARTICULAR TO USE OF GREEK WOJS "EXECUTION" 

IN NEWSPAPER HEADLINES REFERRRING TO DICK WELCH'S MURDER AND 
TO REPETITION OF ORIGINAL ATHENS NEWS STORY GIVING NAMES 
AND ADDRESSES OF EMBASSY OFFICERS ALLIED TO BE CIA PER- 
SONNEL. LAMBRIAS SAID THAT HE HAD ALREADY SPOKEN TO SEVERAL 
PUBLISHERS AND EDITORS, INCLUDING VIMA-NEA OWNER CHRISTOS 
LAMBRAKIS, ABOUT NEED TO AVOID SENSATINAL AND SPECULATIVE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 

REPORTING. HE EXPRESSED HIS REGRET AT TONE OF REPORTING 
ANDPROMISED TO CONTINUE HIS EFORTS. HE POINTED OUT 
HOWEVER THAT SOME OF THE NASTIEST SPECULATIN WAS BASED 
ON STORIES PUBLISHED IN AMERICAN PRESS STEMMING FROM 
CONGRESSIONAL "REVELATIONS" ABOUT CIA. IN THIS CON- 
NECTION, SENATOR EAGLETON'S STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL IN 
ATHENS DEC 26 THAT IT WAS "RUBBISH" TO THINK US GOVT. 

ITSELF WAS INVOLVED IN WELCH'S DEATH WAS WIDELY REPORTED 
AND MAY HAVE HELPED CLEAR AIR. 

KUBISCH 
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